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Free Press Staff Writer 

WASHINGTON — In one of the 
largest demonstrations in the nation’s 
history, hundreds of thousands of gays, 
lesbians, and their families, friends and 
allies marched through Washington on 
Sunday in a boisterous but peaceful call 
for tolerance, acceptance and equal 
rights. 

“We are the new American refu¬ 
gees coming home from exile,” de¬ 
clared Tone Osborn, executive direc¬ 
tor of the National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force. “This is the beginning of 
the Queer ’90s." 

The National Park Service estimat¬ 
ed the crowd at 300,000; organizers 
put the figure at 1.1 million. More than 
six hours after the march began, dem¬ 
onstrators still were making them way 
from the Washington Monument 
grounds to the rally site near the 
Capitol. 

By park service estimates, only 
three demonstrations have been big¬ 
ger: rallies against the Vietnam War 
drew 600,000 people in 1969 and 
500,000 in 1971, and a 1992 abortion- 
nghts march attracted 500,000 dem- 
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Gay-rights supporters march through the nation’s capital Sunday m the fu-st gay march held in Washington 6ince 1987. battle for change. Page 8A. 





Gays by thousands 
demand equal rights 
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onstrators. 

Michigan organizers had hoped for 
10,000 people or more to represent 
the state in the march. It was unclear 
whether they had gotten that many as 
people gathered around a blue and 
white Michigan banner, with pink tri¬ 
angles dotting the I’s, but the turnout 
was among the largest of any state’s. 

Many marchers wore buttons with 
a map of Michigan and the words: 
"Kiss My Peninsula.” Michigan 
marched 45th among the roughly 100 
contingents — so far back that the 
state delegation didn’t embark until 
more than two hours after the first 
marchers completed the mile-long 
route. 

Among those under the Michigan 
banner was a 17-year-old gay student 
from Grosse Pointe South High School, 
who came to Washington with his 
parents and said he had never felt more 
hope or confidence about the future. 

"Seeing all these people makes me 
think things are going to be changing 
very fast,” said the youth, Who did not 
want to give his name. “People can’t 
deny we exist. I feel like I’m going to 
have a lot of people to turn to, a strong 
community.” 

Said Michael Lary, 30, of Oak Park, 
who is chairing the upcoming June 
Pridefest for the Detroit-area gay com¬ 
munity: “Today is probably the best 
day of my life. It just chokes me up to 
see this.” 

Steve Webb, 45, a retired Air Force 
veteran from Ann Arbor, marched in 
his olive-drab uniform. 

“I feel more pnde than I’ve ever felt 
before,” he said. "I feel less afraid of 
being openly gay. And I feel unity.” 

Organizers of the Michigan group 
included Fran Kelly, 46, of Grosse 
Pointe Park, a heterosexual who works 
for a Detroit dentist She said she got 
to know some of his gay patients and 
shuddered at their mistreatment, 
even, in some cases, as they were 
dying of AIDS. 

"There are so many people here 
that Americans are going to have to 
look at these numbers and say: This is 
not just a fringe group. This is a mass of 
humanity,” Kelly said. “There’s such a 
feeling of happiness. There are so 
many smiling faces. There’s no anger 
No hatred. And no judgments. That’s 
what feels so nice — not to see 
anybody pointing fingers or cracking 
jokes.” 

There were only a few dozen 
counter-protesters along the parade 
route. For one day, at least, gays and 
lesbians were a vocal and visible major 
ity. 

"It's incredible,” said Richard Lam- 
berty, 33, of Oakland, Calif. "Every 
restaurant. Every museum. Every $ub- 
way station. Every street. There’s no 
fear. For the first time in my life, I’m 
not afraid to be out in public It’s 
affirming. It’s powerful. It’s peaceful,” 
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Along the parade route Sunday, a 
few dozen people oppose gay 
rights, such as this protester whose 
sign includes a biblical reference. 

The march came at a pivuu,, yumi 
in the civil-rights movement for gays 
and lesbians. While many homosexuals 
have become more open about their i 
sexual orientation and more willing to 
demand rights, they are on the defen¬ 
sive on many fronts. 

The uproar over President Bill Clin¬ 
ton’s plan to lift the ban on homosex¬ 
uals in the military is threatening to 
scuttle the proposal. Colorado voters 
passed a new state law that effectively 
legalizes discrimination on the basis of 
sexual orientation, and antigay move¬ 
ments in others states, including Mich¬ 
igan, are pushing similar proposals. 

Organizers had hoped that Clinton 
would address the march, but he was in 
Boston speaking to newspaper publish¬ 
ers. A letter from Clinton to the dem¬ 
onstrators was read by Rep. Nancy 
Pelosi, D-Calif., but it could barely be 
heard over the chants of “Where is 
Bill? Where is Bill?” 

In his letter, Clinton said, ”1 stand 
with you in the struggle for equality for 
all Americans, including gay men and 
lesbians." 

The last national gay march in 
Washington, in 1987, attracted a 
crowd estimated at 200,000 by police 
and 650,000 by organizers. 

Free Press Staff Wnffr Frank 
Bmni contributed to thts ref ort, 


Gays March 

to Ban bias 



t w 

\ w 

4 

1(?. i 


L if 




Demonstrators 

for gay rights 
walk on the 

Washington 

Mall after 
meditating 
the Lincoln 
Memorial on 
Saturday. 
Hundreds of 
thousands of g a > 
people and 
advocates 
gathered 
Sunday to 
demand civil 
rights 
protection, 
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Left: Protesters 
hoist signs 
critical of 
President Bill 
Clinton, who did 
not attend the 
rally and has 
been criticized 
for being 
ambivalent on 
gays in the 
military. In a 
message 
delivered at the 
march, Clinton 
said his 
administration 
was working on 
how to lift the 
military ban. “I 
stand with you in 
the struggle for 
equalitv for all 
Americans, 
including gay 
men and 
lesbians.” he 
said. Below: 
Participants 
crowd streets. 



7 just want to be considered a person 


T hey i.ame from across the country 
and they marched for themselves, 
their children, their friends and their 
future 

Hundreds of thousands of people 
gathered Sunday in Washington in a gay- 
rights demonstration for laws to ban discrimi¬ 
nation on the basis of sexual orientation. 

They marched around the White House. 
They rallied at the Washington Monument 
They vowed to be seen and heard as never 
before. 

“I don’t like being invisible,” said Tom 
Silver, 37, of New York “I don’t want special 
treatment. I just want to be considered a 


person,” 

With the turnout this year, we think w 
can accomplish something," said a woma 
who identified herself as Terri, 37 of Bowk 
Md Straight people are going to go wild - 
Ihey’U see there’s not just ten of us.” 

Elaine Mumlord of Annapolis, Md 
marched for her daughter, who is a lesbian 
fhey’re just people, and they need civi 
rights like everybody else,” she said. 

There were opponents. 

"Civilization, as we know it, is threat¬ 
ened,” declared Eugene Delgaudio, head ol 
Public Advocate for USA and an opponent oi 
gay rights 


A couple 
embraces as 
others watch the 
march. Some 
partners 
embraced or 
touc hed in an 
atmosphere 
more supportive 
than what they 
encounter in 
their daily lives. 
“You can walk 
around holding 
hands and being 
completely 
natural with 
each other 
without fear,” 
said one man 


PHOTOS By 
George Waldman 
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W ASHINGTON — Most peo- ^T : 
pie probably made up their 
minds before the marchers W ■— 

filled the streets Sunday, cr FftflNK 

before the images flickered _ _ , rammi 

aaoss TV sets nationwide. -J- _ PRUNI 

Those who believe gays and lesbi- V Reporter’s 

ans should be guaranteed equal treat- g" nnfehnnb 

ment by law probably smiled upon ft\\ 

seeing row after row of gay mothers 
and fathers with toddlers on their 

shoulders and infants in strollers, enced in Washington this weekend was 
Those who don’t probably gasped a different, vastly more welcoming 
at the oddities: the handful of men who world. Through sheer numbers, they 
wore dresses, the small posse of worn- took over the city's restaurants, hotels, 
en on motorcycles. street comers and saloons. 

In a sense, it doesn’t matter. Be- And many understood for the first 
cause, in my view, what happened time what it could mean to be totally 
Sunday is less important than what will comfortable and totally proud in the 
happen today and tomorrow and the world. 

day after: They will want that feeling to con- 

More gays and lesbians than ever tinue when they get back home, 
before will risk opening their lives and The weekend also marked the 
hearts to the people around them, and emergence of a more pragmatic, politi- 
more will commit themselves to a cally savvy gay community, 
battle for change. Before the march, organizers sent 

Because they saw it, too: an end- out the word: Leave the wild outfits at 
less, breathtaking sea of people that home and keep the behavior tame, 
packed the lawn around the Washing- because our playfulness only gives op- 
ton Monument in a show of strength ponents fuel for attacks, 
and unity. Even the order of the march was 

They discovered a deeper level of calculated to stress the normalcy 
conviction, a higher peak of courage, among gays and the way in which 

"I haven’t done enough,” said Mi- homosexuality touches all comers of 
chael Lary, 30, of Oak Park, already a life. 

gay activist. “I have to do more.” At the head of the inarch was a 

Laryhadjust listened to a speech by kind-faced elderly woman in a wheel- 
a representative of P-FLAG, Parents chair atop a long station wagon. The 
and Fnends for Lesbians and Gays. sign behind her head said: "Grandma 
'You’re out here today,” the worn- for Gays.” 
an said. "Now go home and be out to Among the first contingents were 
your families. Our opposition is fear gay and lesbian senior citizens, most of 
and ignorance. But fear and ignorance whom looked like they could have 
thrive only if wt’re silent and rnvisi- stepped out of Norman Rockwell paint- 

mgs; then gay and lesbian teenagers, 
Lary has never told his parents, many toting school knapsacks; the P- 
who live in rural Texas, that he is gay. FLAG contingent, and gay and lesbian 
Rut in the crowd Sunday he vowed to military veterans, including one stoop- 
do so. and to educate every single shouldered old man who earned this 
person he can. sign: "Cohn Powell is Afraid of Me.” 

'1 have to, for all these people," he The group of sadomasochists in 
said. I just have to." leather were placed a ways back in the 

What gays an A lesbians expen- parade The drag queens lagged even 


over the gargantuan video monitors line of marchers reached their destina- 
set up on the Mall. So were snatches of tion, I happened upon a 68-year-old gay 
a John F. Kennedy speech about in- man named Sam who had not marched 
equality and injustice. but had watched the event from the 

As hundreds of thousands of gays sidelines, with a combination of curios- 
and lesbians cheered those words, they ity and disbelief, 
stood tall and wore expressions of Sam said he realized his homosex- 
ardent hope and utter confidence, uality when he was a young boy, but 
Their dignity moved me in ways I can kept it secret through high school, then 
barely articulate. through military service during World 

All day long, I fought tears—finally War D. He has kept it secret from most 
losing the battle when I watched the people even while sharing his life and 

gay and lesbian senior citizens march bed with the same man for the past 42 
past me. years. 

I cried because I knew these people, For Sam, being gay has always 
especially, had never, ever been al- meant telling lies and living with fear, 
lowed to feel as comfortable in this That’s why the march was so in¬ 
country as they felt Sunday in the credible to him, so moving, 
streets of its capital. Never a religious man, Sam said he 

And I cried because I knew that for was surprised to find his hands involun- 
every smiling face I saw on this bril- tarily clasped in prayer as he scanned a 
liantly sunny day, there was a history of sea of young gay people who not only 
pain and heartache caused by a society expect equal treatment but are willing 
that has denied the humanity of gay to step out and demand it 
people, tried to teach them self-hatred “Let this be the beginning of some- 
and forced them into hiding and some- thing,” Sam said to himself. “And let 
times despair. the world treat these people well." 
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Dorothy Hajdys, mother of slain sailor Allen Shindler, rallies with 
Shindler’s boyfriend, Jim Jennings, to show solidarity at the march. 

further behind. nation, prejudice and oppression, 

During the rally, speakers constant- stressing that the movement is about 

ly latched onto such words as discrimi- civil rights, not sexual liberation. 
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